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years of age. Forty-two infants died at unregistered houses, 34 under
the age of one year, 6 above one and under two, and 2 above two
years. These infants were mostly illegitimate, and were under the
sole care of the persons taking charge of them, many of whom were
old and quite unfitted for the duty. The infants were frequently found
to be improperly kept, and the persons in charge of them often de-
pended entirely upon the few shillings a week which they received for
their keep. The Board remark that no opportunity has yet been
found by the Government for acting on the suggestions made by them
for the amendment of the Act with a view of making it more effec-
tive. These suggestions are that (i) the operation of the Act should
be extended to infants under five years of age, and to the keeping for
hire of any number of infants; (2) where two or more adults live
together and take children for hire, they should be severally liable;
(3) parents should not be relieved of their responsibilities in respect
to their infant children by the payment of sums of money to other per-
sons for adopting them; and (4) registered persons should be required
to give notice of removal, and, upon the discontinuance of their regis-
tration, to surrender the register.

DR. BURNEY YEO has been appointed Physician to the Life Asso.
ciation of Scotland.

A RUSSIAN Medical Congress will shortly be held at Moscow, after
the opening of the exhibition at that city. Among the chief subjects
of discussion will be papers on the recent epidemic of diphtheria in
Russia, and the mutual relations of State Medical Legislation and Local
Sanitary Laws.

IN consequence of the extensive prevalence of measles at Workington,
it has been decided, upon the recommendation of the medical officer
of health, to close the whole of the Board schools in the town.

DURING the last six years, an epidemic of measles has occurred at
Sunderland every other year, the immunity from the disease enjoyed
one year being followed by an increased and excessive mortality in the
next. Referring to the subject in his annual report, Mr. Harris observes
that it is certainly remarkable that last year was no exception to this
apparent rule, for the usual immunity followed the epidemic of I88o.

ON Wednesday last, at University College Hospital, Mr. Christopher
Heath excised the kidney in a young child. The organ was the seat of
a rapidly developing sarcomatous growth. The operation was com-
pleted without much loss of blood, and the condition of the child was
hopeful until the following morning; it then somewhat rapidly sank,
and died eighteen hours after the operation.

THE Committee on the Contagious Diseases Acts will, it is stated,
meet on July 27th to consider their report. A report is now being
drafted by Mr. O'Shaughnessy, the chairman of the Committee. The
inquiry is said to be the longest which a Committee of the House of
Commons has undertaken for many years past, it having lasted for a
period of four years, and no fewer than forty thousand questions having
been put to the various witnesses. As the evidence is voluminous, it
it possible that Mr. O'Shaughnessy's draft report may not be ready
by the above day, in which case the Committee will meet at a later
date.

REFERENCE is made by Mr. Harris, in his report on the borough or
Sunderland, to an accidental discovery of the existence of scarlet fever
in a milk-dairy. An inquiry was made in the neighbourhood among
the people in whose homes deaths from the disease had occurred, and
it was found that in four instances the people had been supplied with
milk from the infected source. Mr. Harris was unable to discover

how many non-fatal cases owed their origin to the same source. Had the
presence of scarlet fever been notified in the first instance, it is not un-
reasonable to conclude that these deaths would never have happened.

MR. THOMAS MADDEN STONE, the venerable and genial Clerk to
the Royal College of Surgeons, has retired from that office, which he
has filled for thirty years. Mr. Stone was assistant-librarian to
the College from I832 to I852, SO that he has served that institu-
tion for half a century. Mr. Stone received, as a gift from several
members of the profession, a silver presentation salver, with a tea and
coffee service, on his retirement from his first appointment in December
I854.

STRENUOUS efforts are being made by the health-authorities of
America to prevent the introduction of small-pox into the United
States. Systematic inspections are now made of all emigrants by the
medical officers of steamships and by the health-officers of the several
ports of arrival, with a view of vaccinating all those who are found to
be unprotected. At New York, the Board of Health has issued a code
of regulations for the examination of all immigrants coming from or
through any foreign port where small-pox exists. Bills of health are
required by the quarantine officials, and the medical officers of vessels
have to verify under oath the number of persons considered to be pro-
tected by vaccination.

AT a meeting of the Council of the Poor-law Medical Officers' Asso-
ciation held at their rooms, 3, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, on July 6th, it
was resolved that the annual meeting of the Association should be held
at Worcester during the jubilee of the British Medical Association, at
an hour and day hereafter to be locally determined, due notice of
which will be given. The Council trust that all Poor-law medical
officers resident in the-adjacent counties will, if practicable, put in an
appearance, as many important subjects bearing on the well-doing of
the service will be brought forward-notably the amendment of the
Superannuation Act. The Council hope that, if any gentleman have
any grievance to complain of, he will communicate the facts connected
therewith to Dr. Rogers, 33, Soho Square.

ALTHOUGH we have reason to believe that unusual activity prevails
in the Army Medical Department, no orders have, as yet, been issued
by the authorities, nor can any instructions that may have been given
to staff-surgeons be made public at present. No military operations
against any foreign power have actually commenced, the movements of
troops recently reported in the daily papers being from one part of Her
Majesty's dominions to another, and these troops are accompanied, as
usual, by their medical officers; should any strategic designs be contem-
plated, it is obvious that they would not be revealed by the authorities,
and army medical arrangements of necessity come within the general
secrecy which must at present be enforced with regard to all matters
concerning Her Majesty's forces. Certain paragraphs which have ap-
peared in the daily papers, relating to matters concerning the Army
Medical Service, are, we understand, neither official nor accurate. We
have good reason to believe that eight field hospitals and two bearer
companies will shortly be assembled at Aldershot. No surgeon to Her
Majesty's army was on board any of the British war-vessels that com-
menced the bombardment of Alexandria on Tuesday morning, either
officially or merely as a spectator.

UNQUALIFIED PRACTITIONERS AND CERTIFICATES OF VACCINATION.
AT a meeting of the Wolverhampton board of guardians this week,
the clerk reported that his attention had been called by the vaccination
officer to a document purporting to be a certificate of the successful
vaccination of a child named Bratt, the signature being that of Alfred
Freeman, a medical practitioner of Wolverhampton, with an intimation
that the vaccination was performed for, instead of by, him. This,
the clerk said, was not a certificate which any authority could take as
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legal and satisfactory. On inquiry, he found that the vaccination had
been performed by an unqualified medical man, who acted as Dr. Free-
man's deputy. The clerk was instructed to write to the Local Govern-
ment Board for advice on the matter.

MIILITIA SURGEONS.
THE Chairman of the Parliamentary Bills Committee has received a

communication from the Secretary of State for War, informing him
that a further communication will shortly be made to him on the sub-
ject of the case of the militia surgeons, respecting his communication
to Mr. Childers of the 2Sth ultimo published in the JOURNAL of last
week.

BRADFORD ATEDICO-CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY.
THE twentieth annual meeting of this Society was held in the Board
Room of the Infirmary on the evening of June 6th, 1882. The
twentieth annual report expressed satisfaction at the number of members
and the work of the Society for the closing session. A report of the
Commission upon Woolsorters' Diseases, appointed eighteen months
previously by the Society, was read and ordered to be printed for pri-
vate circulation amongst the members, previously to its general dis-
cussion at a forthcoming meeting. Votes of thanks were accorded to
the retiring officers, and the following gentlemen were elected to serve
for the succeeding year. President: H. Butterfield. Treasurer: T.
C. Denby. Secretarr': D. Goyder, M.D. Comnzmittee: J. Craig, M.D.;W. H. Ellis; J. Appleyard, M.B.; WN. G. Burnie. Pathologists: T.
Wilmot and J. Appleyard, Ml.BD. Audlitors: S. C. Hirst and J. Dunlop,M.D.

TIIE POMI3ARDMENT OF ALEXANDRIA.
Up to noon on Thursday no telegrams had been received at the NavyMedical Department, conveying any information about the precise nature
of the injuries received by the officers and sailors of Her Majesty's
navy wounded during the bombardment of Alexandria. The health
of the entire naval force is most satisfactory. The surgeons on board
the vessels engaged in the action have full instructions as to the dis-
position of the wounded under their charge, and are ready to land all
sufferers, and to erect temporary hospitals for them on shore, if that be
possible and necessary. As the latest telegrams announce that the work
of the ships is over, and that any further action must be on shore, it
is most likely that all that have been wounded up to the present time
will remain on board their respective vessels, where they will be most
free from disturbance.

DR. RIPTON.
WE have received from a correspondent in Alexandria a short note
concerning the late Dr. Ripton, whose massacre in Alexandria was
recently reported. The deceased gentleman was an Irishman, the son
of the late Dr. Ripton of Dublin, who, besides practising medically to
some extent, preached among the natives. He was a man of quiet and
amiable disposition, but had excited some ill feeling among the Arabs,
so that about the beginning of last winter he fell into the hands of c
Egyptian soldiers, who maltreated him while he was taking a morning I
walk near the ramparts. Being in the habit of preaching to the cnatives, he was no doubt a marked man. Our correspondent at Cairo,who has passed a large part of his life in the country, writes that it is
quite well understood here that the massacre had a politico-fanatical
origin. He adds: "IIad Admiral Seymour landed his men at Alex- P
andria when he was urged to do so, we should have had a terrible t
massacre at Cairo, as the preachers of the Holy War, Nedim and Phis companions, after lighting the spark at Alexandria, came up chere." a

,MEDICAL FEVER RISKS. tg
AT a dinner held recently in aid of the funds of the London Fever Hos- irpital, it was stated that no less 'han 492 doctors and nurses had con- c
tracted fever, of whom 83, or 17 per cent,, had died; and that of33 tI

resident medical officers, 22 had taken the fever, and 8, or 36 per
cent, had died. It is not stated from what diseases the staff suf-
fered, so that no positive conclusion can be formed as to whether
the conditions in which they lived might or might not have been un-
suitable. We find, however, that there have been only seventeen cases
of fever amongst the staff during the last ten years; of these, five died,
all of typhus. Murchison said that none of the nurses of this hos-
pital contracted enteric fever in the discharge of their duties; but that
every attendant on the typhus patients who had not had the disease
previously, did contract it, with very rare exceptions. It is, there-
fore, not surprising to find that, amongst the large staff that must have
been employed at the London Fever Hospital till now, nearly five hun-
dred were attacked; and, if they had " typhus", as is only too likely,
a mortality of I7 per cent. is not high. The London Fever Hospital
has done good work, and, if supported, will continue to do so; but
we doubt if the public health wants of a place like London can be
supplied by a body dependent for its support on voluntary contri-
butions.

LAUDANUM TO INFANTS.
A FATAL case of poisoning of an infant is reported from Keyworth,
and is remarkable for the alleged smallness of the dose. A " drop "
of laudanum was administered one afternoon with castor oil, to an

infant, three weeks old, for the cure of diarrhoea, to which the child
had been subject from its birth. Shortly after, the child became sud-
denly very ill. At half-past five on the same afternoon it was seen by
Mr. Percy Blumer, when the child was lying with contracted pupils,
livid lips, skin covered with perspiration, small pulse, and slow respira.
tion. It could be roused with difficulty, and speedily relapsed into its
former state. Notwithstanding the administration of emetics, and the
use of cold effusions, the child died thirteen hours after it was first
seen by Mr. Blumer. Death from one drop of laudanum has occurred
before, but the repetition of an ascertained case of death after such a
dose is worthy of record, if only to impress on the public and the pro-
fession the danger attending the administration of opium in any form
to young children.

ANIMAL VACCINE.
M. DE PIETRA SANTA has addressed to the Academie de Medecine a
memoir on animal vaccine, in which he points out that statistics, ex-

periment, and clinical observation prove that the results of vaccination
and revaccination with animal vaccine are useful, efficacious, and pro-
phylactic. The results obtained during the last three years in the
gratuitous vaccination service of the French Society of Hygiene fully
confirm the conclusions presented by Professor Depaul in i866,
and adopted by the Academie de Medecine. If daily practice in-
contestably establishes that vaccination and revaccination are [the
most tutelary therapeutic weapons with which to combat an epidemic
of variola before its outbreak, and even during its evolution and spread,
it is of the utmost importance to popularise and encourage the culture
of animal vaccination, for the reason that it places at all times in the
hands of physicians an abundant source of vaccine lymph of excellent
origin and of indisputable efficacity.

CESOPHAGOSTOMY.
DURING the last session of the Clinical Society, Mr. Reeves read a

paper on the treatment of cesophageal stricture, in which he advocated
the operation of making a permanent opening in the cesophagus, in
preference to gastrostomy, which has proved so fatal. It may be re-

-ollected that, in the second case of gastrostomy, then related by the
uthor of the paper, healthy tube was reached post mortem, without
*reat difficulty; and the impression of this case, coupled with the fact,
hat oesophageal stricture is commoner in the upper part of the tube,
nduced Mr. Reeves to recommend a cervical exploration before pro-
-eeding to gastrostomy. Recently, an opportunity has occurred tocarry
his plan into effect. A man, aged 63, under the care of Dr. Stephen
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Mackenzie, at the London Hospital, was referred for operation to Mr.
Reeves, who, after consultation with his colleagues, and with the ap-
proval of Mr. Adams and Dr. Mackenzie, successfully performed the
operation. On reaching the cesophagus, which was recognised with
difficulty on account of its walls being cancerous, a large elastic catheter
was introduced, and tied in. A further account of the case will appear
in due course. Meantime, the operation is of interest, as showing that
the suggestions offered by the author of the paper, at the Clinical So-
ciety, have been proved to be quite practicable, and tend to bring this
rather rare and difficult operation within the range of practical surgery,
and possibly to offer advantages over gastrostomy.

GASTROSTOMY.
MR. LANGTON has recently performed this operation at St. Bartholo-
mew's lhospital on a young child. The patient was suffering from a
stricture of the cesophagus, produced by having swallowed a quantity
of potash ley about six months earlier. The patient was seen at the
consultation on June 22nd, and Mr. Langton was then supported by
his colleagues in the determination to attempt to relieve the child, who
was nourished solely by enemata, by opening the stomach. Under
these circumstances, the first part of the operation was performedl on
June 24th; and five days later the stomach was opened, and a soft
tracheotomy tube introduced. The patient recovered well from the
operation, and there was no general peritonitis; but it gradually sank,
and died of exhaustion a week after the gastric fistula was first used for
the introduction of food.

HAMPSTEAD HEATH.
HAMPSTEAD HEATIh, which has long enjoyed the reputation of being
a pleasant and easily accessible health-resort, where invalids and chil-
dren, who, during the summer months, flock in such numbers, may find
health and recreation, is, we fear, soon likely to lose its present free
and agreeable character. The sturdy athletes, who assemble so largely
on the east side of the Heath for cricket and football, not content with
this appropriation, are making strenuous efforts to monopolise the west
side also. The Hampstead Vestry, who are said to approve of this
step, should, we think, before making such a concession, consult the
wishes of the population of Hampstead itself, which numbers between
30,oooand 50,000 people, and to whomn the Heath virtually belongs, and
who at least should be the last to be debarred from the advantages
which the IHeath possesses as a pleasant health-resort for children and
adults. This, however, will be the case if some energetic movement
be not set in action to resist the efforts which are being made to obtain
it. Should they succeed, the use of the Heath by children will be
attended with considerable danger-so much so, that parents will
hardly care to run the risk of sending them there at all, and the com-
fort and convenience of invalids and students will be severely inter-
fered with.

CHOLERA AND QUARANTINE.
CHOLERA declared itself during the end of May in the island of
Penang, in the Malacca Straits, not far from Singapore. There exists
constant communication between Penang and Singapore, also between
Batavia and the principal ports of Java and Borneo. The Interna-
tional Councils of Health of Egypt and Constantinople have, in conse-
quence, established the following regulations. All vessels carrying
merchandise exported from the Dutch possessions in the Malay Archi-
pelago, or from Singapore to Suez and Egypt, shall undergo twenty
hours' surveillance, or forego all intercommunication whilst passing the
Suez Canal. The vessels having on board a case or cases of cholera,
are to undergo seven days' quarantine. These regulations are enforced
in all the ports of the Ottoman Empire, Hedjaz, Yemen, the Mediter-
ranean, and the Persian Gulf. These preventive measures are pre-
scribed because the time is near when the Indian pilgrims set out on
a. pilgrimage to the holy places. Some uneasiness is felt in Egypt
with reference to statistics from Calcutta, which estimate that there

were 300 deaths during last April from cholera, and 104 from April
29th to Mlay 6th. The Sanitary Council of Constantinople has de-
cided, if the sanitary condition of the far East do not improve, to
adopt a measure which was suggested at the International Conference
of Constantinople. A strict surveillance will be kept over all vessels
coming from the Indian Ocean, and bound for the Red Sea. This
measure is aimed especially at the vessels carrying pilgrims ; the
Council being desirous to leave unhampered the commercial traffic.
The large steam-packets and merchant-vessels voluntarily observe all
hygienic precautions.

DR. F. W. BARRY.
THE appointment of Dr. F. WV. Barry as Medica! Inspector to the
Local Government Board is likely to be a very popular one, for Dr.
Barry's exceptional abilities and industry are well known to the sani-
tary medical service. During his short tenure of office as Medical
Officer of Health for the Craven Combined District, he succeeded in
getting a quite surprising amount of work done by the local authorities,
and even inspired the members with something of his enthusiasm for
sanitary improvement. His selection by the Colonial Office for the
responsible post of Principal Medical Officer of Cyprus, in the early
part of i88o, was a tribute to the conspicuous energy of his work;
and, during his sojourn in the East, he has done much to organise a
system of hygiene in the island. It is understood, however, that
there is no longer any necessity in Cyprus for an officer with the func-
tions assumed by Dr. Barry; and the Local Government Board are
fortunate in being able to find his services at their disposal now that a
vacancy has occurred in their department through the resignation of
Dr. Beard. For some time past, Dr. Beard's health has been in a
very unsatisfactory state, and he has done wisely in relinquishing duties
which were too great a tax upon his powers of work. Dr. Beard was
originally appointed to the Medical Department of the Privy Council
by Lord Ripon in 1870, having been previously in practice at Biighton.
For a number of years, his services have been exclusively engaged in
the inspection of public vaccination; but no doubt this arrangement
will be materially modified in the case of his successor.

SIR ERASMUS WILSON.
IN returning thanks at the dinner of the Fellows of the College of
Surgeons last week as Senior Vice-President in the place of the Presi-
dent, Sir Erasmus Wilson, Mr. Spencer Wells said he had great
pleasure in informing the Fellows that the President had sufficiently
recovered from his severe illness to have left London for his marine
residence at Westgate; that he was gaining strength, and that it is hoped
that, by passing the next winter in the south of England, or in some

warmer climate, he might return next year, and take his usual place in
Society with all his accustomed cheerfulness and genial courtesy. Mr.
Spencer Wells went on to say that, since the Fellows dined together
last year, the Queen had conferred a title upon the President which he
richly deserved, not only for his benefactions to the college and to our

profession, but to the nation. He has endowed the College by a gift
of £5,000, which-originally destined to found a chair of derma-
tology, and thus assist in the advancement of a branch of science and
practice which Sir Erasmus has illustrated with such great ability-
has now become more widely useful in the establishment of a curator-
ship and lectureship in connection with the pathological department of
the museum. Our profession generally he has benefited by his large
contributions to the Medical Benevolent College, and by founding and
endowing a chair of pathology in the university of Aberdeen. The
nation should be grateful to him for his munificent contributions to the
sea-bathing infirmary at Margate, for his gift of Cleopatra's needle, for
his liberal aid to many masonic charities, and to the new College of
Mlusic. When it is known that these gifts together amount to a sum

of £60,000, we cordially concur in Mr. Spencer Wells's concluding re-
marks, that the College may well be proud of what their President has
done; for, as he said, it was not like the legacies of Radcliffe and
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Sloane, lIt by will to be used after t4e death of the donor, buta free
gift during the lifetime of the mm who had made the money by the
hard work of many yea.

HOSPITAL DEATH-CERTIFICATES.
Guy's Hospital has again incurred the censure of a coroner's jury.
Mr. W. J. Payne concluded an adjourned inquest on the bodies of
three newly born children, who died shortly after birth. The feature
of each case was that a student from Guy's Hospital attended at the
confinement, and owing to the peculiarity of the death-certificates given
from the hospital, the local registrars refused to accept them. How-
ever, Mr. Henry Austin, house-physician at Guy's Hospital, deposed to
making thepost mortem examination on two of the bodies, and said
that the students in each case had done all that was necessary in a
proper manner. The cause of death was a want of vitality-both
children being exceedingly puny. Had properly qualifed men been
sent the result would, doubtless, have been the same; but he was bound
to admit that, in the last instance, the student was to blame in not in-
forming the staff that the case was serious, and that the child could not
possibly live, as a fully qualified man would then have been sent. The
custom of the hospital was to allow the students to attend and not call
for any superior skill while they were satisfied they could do without it.
With regard to the method of signing the certificates, it was the com-
mon practice to sign them on the report of the students and without
seeing the child at all. In reply to the coroner and jury, the witness
said they were quite aware that by the Act of Parliament they rendered
themselves liable to a fine and two years' imprisonment by pursuingthis course. Witness could see also that for the staff to sign certificates
on mere information might sometimes lead to serious results. In the
third case, the certificate stated that the child had died of convulsions.
The coroner said the inquiry had revealed a blot on the hospital system,
and he would take care to lay all the facts bcfore the Registrar-General.The jury returned a verdict of death from natural causes in each case,
and added a rider censuring the hospital authorities for not sendingproperly qualified persons to see the dead bodies before granting certi-
ficates for the registrars.

A GOOD EXAMPLE.
THE volunteer medical service, it is admitted, is not in a very satisfac-
tory state, except perhaps in some metropolitan corps. It is refreshing
to learn that a country battalion in the North has lately made a most
praiseworthy effort to bring up the efficiency of its medical staft. At the
recent inspection of the 2nd Battalion North Yorkshire Volunteer
Rifles, the surgeons and their ambulance detachment marched past in
rear of the regiment. After the combatant ranks had been inspectedand maneuvred, the inspecting officer, Colonel Mockler, reviewed the
medical department, which consisted of Surgeon-Major J. W. Taylor(Scarborough), Acting-Surgeon W. T. Colby (Malton), and Acting.Surgeon R. Bruce Low (Helmsley), together with one sergeant and
twelve bearers. The equipment comprised three stretchers (Maclure's
pattern), a field companion, haversack, water-bottles, etc. The men
looked clean and soldier-like. Dr. Taylor put them through the
stretcher drill, lifting and carrying wounded (which were supplied by a
squad from one of the companiesl. The improvised methods of aidingwonded on the battlefield were then showa-e.g., stretchers made
from rifles and rugs, carrying wounded men in various postures on two,
three, or four-handed seats, etc. All these movements, which were
smartly executed, were watched with great interest by a large crowdof
spectators. At the close of the drill, Colonel Mockler presented to
each bearer the certificates of proficiency which had been gained byal at an examination conducted by the Army Medical Departmentsme weeks previously. These certificates were signed by Surgeon-General Shelton (northern district) and Brigade-Surgeon Tippetts, and
certified to the bearers' proficiency in stretcher and ambulance drill, as
wlla Efield dreasn&si !EaEgkman isnow-entitled to wear a brassarded'hivkihtnkrm wkith Xred;ncodisplayed bn a white ground. Thk

training of these beares has been carled out by Dr. Taylor with great
zeal and assiduity. He has spared no time or trouble to render these
men efficient. Few volunteer regiments can boast of so highly trained
an ambulance detachment. Colonel Mockler complimented Dr. Taylor
on the results of his labours, and addressed a few words of commenda-
tion to the men, after which the detachment was dismissed. It would
be well if the senior surgeon of each volunteer regiment would take
this example to heart, so that in time our citizen army would be better
able to take the field, if ever that day should come.

DEATrH UNDER ETHER.
FOR the following account of a case of death from ether, administered
by Ormsby's inhaler, we are indebted to Mr. Lawson Tait of Bir-
mingham.

"A patient, aged 45. was sent to me from Liverpool with a large
abdominal tumout, for which she was very anxious to have an opera-
tion performed. She was extremely anaemic and feeble, and at first
sight it appeared to me perfectly hopeless to attempt anything. Rest
and care in the hospital so far improved her, that I agreed to her urgent
request to attempt either the removal of the tumour, which was clearly
uterine, or of the uterine appendages. At 9 A.M. on June 26th, she
was put under the influence of ether by my assistant, Mr. Raffles
Harmar. The ether used was supplied by May and Baker of London,
and is described as 'absolute anhydrous methylated sulphurous ether,
.717'. Less than half an ounce was put on the sponge of the inhaler;
and the instrument was placed over the patient s face, with the air-
valve open. It is difficult, under such circumstances, to give an accu-
rate statement of time and the sequence of events; but I think the air-
valve was kept open about three minutes, and was certainly not closed
more than two minutes before I noticed that the pulse of the right
wrist, which I was observing, was gone. Dr. Burnie of Nottingham was
observing the pulse of the left wrist, and, in answer to my remark, stated
that the pulse could be felt in the Wrist on his side. The breathing
was perfectly regular and deep. I lifted an eyelid, and saw the
peculiarly dilated pupil which I have seen once before, and which meant
death, Dr. Burnie now said the pulse was gone, yet breathing was
still going on. The inhaler was immediately reraoved, and the breath-
ing was assisted. It rapidly failed, however, and in spite of the inver-
sion of the patient and the continuation of artificial respiration, we
got nothing more from the patient than one groan. Death took place
at the heart at least one minute before respiration was interfered with.
No incision had been made. Dr. Saundby made a careful,post mortem
cxamination, and reports that the tumour was uterine, and that the chief
feature was the remarkably small size of the heart. It weighed only
four ounces, and Dr. Saundby says, 'I have never seen so small a
heart in an adult.' The right side was filled with clot and the left side
was empty. The muscular tissue of the organ was somewhat granular,
but this may have been due, Dr. Saundby thinks, to post mortem
change. The right kidney had some cysts, and there was some
puckering of the left. The capsules were a little adherent and the
surfaces smooth, rather pale, and the cortices narrow. Nothing else
of note was observed. At the time of the death, I regarded it as one of
asphyxia due to the inhaler; and the condition of the heart confirms,
it seems to me, this view. Until three weeks before this death, I had
for years used ether dropped outside a single layer of a towel, spread
over the patient's face. I had a strong prejudice against the use of
an inhaler, by which the patient breathed over and over again the same
volume of ether and air. That such a plan may be safe in the great
majority of cases, may be true; that it saves both time and ether, cannot
be denied; but that it will prove unsafe in such an exceptional case
as this was, I think, is quite evident. My conclusion is that as no
economy of time or ether will compensate for such a disaster, I shall
revert to the use of the towel, and certainly shall never again
employ any inhaler in which the same fluid is rebreathed."

THE OPHTIHALMOLOGICAL SOCIETY.
THE annual general meeting of this Society was held on the 7tb in-
stant; and plentiful evidence of its flourishing condition was afforded
by the address of.Mr. Critchett, who presided in the absence of Mr.
Bowman, and by the report of the Treasurer. The Society has met
with a good deal of support among our brethren practising in India
and' the colonies; and an alteration in the rules was made -at this'
metting which permitted of the election of colonial candidates, .pei:
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sonally unknown to members in England. One of the most distinctive
qualities of the meetings of this Society has always been the large num-
ber of gentlemen interested in ophthalmic medicine in the provinces
who have attended, read papers, or in other ways contributed to the
interest of the proceedings. The Secretaries especially are to be con-
gratulated on the very great success which has attended their efforts;
the retirement of one of these gentlemen, Dr. Stephen Mackenzie,
drew from the Chairman an expression of regret mingled with grati-
tude for past services. A very interesting paper on the Movements of
the Eyelids, by Dr. W. A. Fitzgerald and Mr. Lang, reopened a much
discussed subject, and brought up Dr. W. R. Gowers, who defended
the position taken up in his well known paper read before the Royal
Medical and Chirurgical Society; it is the movements of the lower lid
which are most ditficult to account for. Dr. Gowers maintains that the
tarsal cartilage (so called) is kept, by its own elasticity, chiefly in close
contact with the globe, and that it lies in the slight groove which exists
at the junction of the cornea and sclerotic, so that the movements of
the lid are determined by those of the eyeball. The view taken by
the authors of the paper read the other evening is, that the depression
of the lid is produced chiefly by the inferior rectus muscle, which acts
upon it indirectly through the medium of a tendinous expansion from
the capsule of Jevon's. Probably the truth is that both causes are
efficient and coincident causes of the movements. The following
gentlemen were elected to serve the various offices of the society for
the ensuing year:-President, William Bowman, F.R.S., LL.D., etc.;
Vice--fresidents, George Critchett, W. H. Broadbent, M.D.; C. E.
Fitzgerald, M.D. (Dublin), Henry Power, Frederick Mason (Bath),
Augustin Prichard (Clifton); Treasurer, J. F. Streatfeild; Secretaries,
John Abercrombie, M.D., E. Nettleship; Other Memgbers of Council,
James E. Adams, Edwyn Andrew, M.D. (Shrewsbury), W. A. Brai-
ley, M.D., R. Brudenell Carter, W. R. Gowers, M.D., R. Marcus
Gunn, C. Higgens, George Lawson, Stephen Mackenzie, M.D.,
Charles Macnamara, J. Vose Solomon (Birmingham), T. Shadford
Walker (Liverpool).

SCOTLAND.
SICK CHILDREN S HOSPITAL, EDINBURGH.

PROFESSOR ANNANDALE has been appointed, by the Directors of the
Royal Sick Children's Hospital, Edinburgh, consulting surgeon to that
institution, in place of the late Professor Spence. A vacancy also
occurred in the office of pathologist to the hospital through the appoint-
ment of Mr. D. J. Hamilton as Professor of Pathology in Aberdeen
University; this was filled up at the same meeting by the election of
Dr. G. Sims Woodhead, Demonstrator of Practical Pathology in Edin-
burgh University.

PROPOSED CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL IN DUNDEE.
A PUBLIC meeting, in favour of the proposed Children's Hospital in
Dundee, was held last week. It was proposed to provide a special
ward in the Dundee Royal Infirmary for the treatment of indigent sick
children. The various proposals made at the meeting were warmly
responded to-one gentleman offering to maintain a cot, in addition to
his subscription to the general fund. An influential committee was ap-
pointed to carry out the intentions of the meeting, and to co-operate
with the directors of the infirmary.

ANDERSON'S COLLEGE, GLASGOW.
FROM the annual report of this institution, which has just been made
public, it appears that the classes in the different departments continue
very satisfactory. As regards matters medical, the report states that the
negotiations with the managers of the Royal Infirmary for the amalga-
mation of the two medical schools have fallen through for the present,
as it had been found impossible to arrange terms which would be
acceptable to the teachers of both institutions. We find also one other

point of considerable importance alluded to in the report, and that is,
that the Medical Faculty have under consideration the advisability of
removing the medical school of Anderson's College to the west end of
the city, in close proximity to the University and Western Infirmary;
and they hope soon to submit a definite plan for the removal.

THE PROPOSED NEW COMPULSORY CLASSES IN EDINBURGH

UNIVERSITY.

AT a meeting of the University Court, held on Monday, the subject of
the proposed new compulsory classes of practical materia medica was

considered from various points of view. Several of the dispensaries,
and the Scottish Branch of the Chemists' and Druggists' Association,
appeared by deputations, and were heard as objecting to the proposed
compulsory character of the class; while, for the Senatus, the Dean of
the Medical Faculty (Professor Fraser) and Professor Greenfield were

heard. The Court, having heard both parties, resolved to postpone
decision until the October meeting, meantime the objectors to consider
the report of the Senatus on the subject, and to forward to the Court,
previous to the end of September, a printed statement of their views
on the subject. At the same meeting of the Court, it was agreed to
add to the rules regarding applications for recognition by teachers of
medicine that applicants should furnish a general statement of the
apparatus, illustrative specimens and diagrams, or other apparatus at
their disposal, for the teaching of their classes.

DEATH OF DR. ANDREW BUCHANAN OF GLASGOW.

WE regret to have to announce the death of Dr. Andrew Buchanan,
late Professor of Physiology in the University of Glasgow. The sad
event took place on the gth instant. Dr. Buchanan had attained the
ripe age of eighty-four years, thirty-five of which were spent as Pro-
fessor of Physiology. Appointed surgeon to the Glasgow Royal In-
firmary at a comparatively early age, he filled this post with marked
success, and his name will always be associated with his modification
of the operation for the removal of stone from the bladder by means

of a rectangular staff. Experience and research have also conclusively
proved the truth of his theory as to the production of fibrin in the
coagulation of fluids. For some years prior to his death, Dr. Buchanan
had retired from the more active duties of his profession to enjoy the
rest he had so well earned, but he was at all times ready to give a

helping hand to any good cause towards the prevention of disease
and the alleviation of suffering. His loss will be much regretted by a

large circle of friends.

IMPORTANT CONCESSION TO EDINBURGH STUDENTS.

AN important concession to common sense, and especially to second
year students, has been proposed by the Senatus, approved by the
Edinburgh University Court, and requires only the approval of Her
Majesty in Council. This consists in students being permitted to

appear for examination in chemistry, botany, and natural history (first
professional examination) when they have completed their attendance at
these classes. The regulation which is in force at this moment is not
only absurd and unjust, but highly prejudicial to the student. Briefly
stated, it is this: if a student begin his studies by attending botany and
natural history in, say, summer 1882, chemistry in winter session
I882-83, he has still practical chemistry to attend in summer I883; and
he is thus permitted to appear for examination in October I883; the
only thing hindering him from passing at the end of the winter session
I882-83 being, first, his want of practical chemistry (which could easily
have been overtaken in the same session he was attending the chemistry
class); and, secondly, the regulation compelling him to wait till
October. But this injustice is trifling, compared with that done to the
man who at present begins his studies in a winter session. Take such
a case. He attends chemistry in the winter session I88I-82; botany,
natural history, and practical chemistry, in summer 1882. He has,

r therefore, completed his attendance necessary for examination; but the
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regulation here exerts its baneful influence, for he is not allowed to
appear till April I883. That is to say, during his second winter, when
his whole attention should be given to such elementary studies as ana-
tomy, dissecting, physiology, surgery, and hospital attendance, he has
hanging over him an extensive examination in botany, natural history,
and chemistry. It is scarcely credible that such a regulation should
have existed, and existed so long; and undergraduates of medicine in
Edinburgh University are to be congratulated, not on the ground of
privilege, but simply on that of right and justice about to be done to
to them.

IRELAND.
FOR the vacant coron ership for Queen's County, there are three can

didates: Messrs. Dunne, Quicke, and Higgins, the last two named
being medical practitioners.

LIGATURE OF THE INNOMINATE ARTERY.
MR. THOMSON'S case is at present progressing favourably. On the
thirtieth day (Saturday, July 8th), there was some bleeding through the
sinus, which had been closed for two days and then reopened. The
bleeding stopped spontaneously, and has not recurred. The patient's
temperature remains normal; the left radial pulse is 88. The tumour
is much reduced in size, and perfectly pulseless; some pulsation is ap-
parent in the region of the ligatured vessel. No pulsation can be de-
tected in the right carotid, temporal, or radial arteries.

HEALTH OF IRELAND: QUARTERLY REPORT.
THE births registered during the quarter ended March 31st last
amounted to 32,686, being equal to 25.7 per i,ooo; and the deaths to
24,873, or I9.6, being 2.9 per i,ooo under the average rate for the
corresponding quarter of the five years I877-8I. The returns for the
quarter are unusually favourable, the mortality being the lowest on
record since I874. Zymotic diseases caused 2,09I deaths, of which 567
were due to measles, 5I9 to fever, 313 to diarrhoea and cholera, 306
to scarlatina, I83 to whooping-cough, 120 to diphtheria, and 83 to
small-pox. Considerable modifications have been made in the arrange-
ment of the tables attached to this report as compared with those pre-
viously. The tables are now arranged according to the registration
provinces, counties, superintendent registrars' districts (Poor-law
unions), and registrars' districts, instead of into "registration divi-
sions", etc., as formerly. It has been found by experience that, as
the registration divisions did not correspond with any generally recog-
nised geographical division of Ireland, they conveyed but little mean-
ing to the public. The other modification introduced into the tables
is the including therein returns concerning the progress of vaccination.
Under the Vaccination Acts, all children born in Ireland are required
to be vaccinated within three months, or a reasonable excuse shown by
their parents or other custodian why they have not complied
with the law. Thus, if a child has not been certified as successfully
vaccinated, it is the duty of the person having charge of the child to
show by medical certificate that the child is unfit for vaccination
during this period, or that the child has died. The important re.
lation of the state of vaccination to the prevalence of small-pox
is obvious, and hitherto no attempt has been made to compile a com-
plete record of all the vaccinations performed in Ireland. An accurate
and very full return of all "public vaccinations" has been annually
published by the Local Government Board, and it is with a view of
supplementing that return, and reporting more frequently on the state
of vaccination, that the new vaccination returns have been added to
the quarterly report. The form in which the return has been obtained
and tabulated has been adopted after careful consideration with the
Local Government Board, and has been carried out under a new regu-
lation approved of by his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant on February
3rd, 1882.

GENERAL COUNCIL
OF

MEDICAL EDUCATION AND REGISTRATION.

SESSION, 1882.

Wednesday, July 5th.
DR. ACLAND, President, took the Chair at 2 P.M.
Mr. Hartley Dixon and the Apothecaries' Hall of Ireland.-Mr.

MACNAMARA called the attention of the Council to a communication
made by the South Australian Branch of the British Medical Associa-
tion respecting Mr. Hartley Dixon, who, it was stated, had obtained
the licence of the Apothecaries' Hall in Ireland without having passed
through the required period of professional study. He would ask the
representative of the Apothecaries' Hall to explain the apparent irregu-
larity.

Mr. COLLINS said that an Act of Parliament gave the Apothecaries
Hall power to depart from its regulations in certain cases. The autho-
rities of the Hall had been charged with carelessness. To this he
would answer, that all the papers sent in had been referred to a com-
mittee of which he (Mr. Collins) was a member, and had received most
careful consideration. They took into consideration the fact that Mr.
Dixon had begun his medical studies two years before the Council
came into existence; that he had resided twenty years in the warm
climate of Australia; and that his health had been injured by residence
in Scotland-in fact, he was threatened with consumption. They had
certainly departed from their own regulations as to the curriculum of
study, and from the recommendations of the Council, inasmuch as they
admitted Mr. Dixon without a preliminary examination, without appren-
ticeship, and without a complete course of study. There was, how-
ever, power to act thus in special cases. About the year I840, they
were called on by the Government in Ireland to admit to examination
a number of gentlemen, mostly retired naval surgeons, who were dis-
pensing medicines in contravention of the Apothecaries' Act in Ireland.
The licentiates of the Hall threatened these gentlemen with prosecu-
tion; and the latter memorialised the Government, and a strongly
supported petition was signed, desiring that they might be enabled to
be put on a legal footing. The authorities of the Hall were informed
by some of the leading members of the Irish bar that the Act allowed
them to examine candidates simply as to their knowledge and compe-
tency. The Hall acted on that opinion in regard to the practitioner
in question, and had since occasionally done the same in exceptional
cases. They were virtually entitled to examine sine curriculo; but
they had always endeavoured to act in conformity with the regulations
of the Medical Council. In the present case, justice to the individual
indicated that he might be admitted to examination. He moved:
" That, having considered the communication from certain members

of the South Australian Branch of the British Medical Association with
regard to the case of Mr. Hartley Dixon, and the reply of the Apothe-
caries' Hall of Ireland thereto, and having now heard a further state-
ment on the subject from the representative of the Apothecaries' Hall
of Ireland, the Council is of opinion that it is unnecessary to take
further steps in the matter."
Mr. MACNAMARA seconded the motion, which, after a few remarks

from the Rev. Dr. HAUGHTON and Mr. SIMON, was carried.
Restoration of Names to the Register.-An application was received

from a formerly registered practitioner, whose name had been erased
in consequence of his having been convicted of a misdemeanour and
sentenced to two years' imprisonment. Some doubts having been
expressed as to the power of the Council to restore names thus erased,
it was moved by Dr. PITMAN, seconded by Dr. CHAMBERS, and re-
solved:

" That the opinion of counsel be taken as to whether the Council has
power to restore to the Medical Register the name of a person erased
under Section 29 of the Medical Act."
Removal of a Name from the Register.-The Registrar was directed

to erase from the Register the name of William Story, who had been
convicted of setting fire to a house, and sentenced to five years' penal
servitude.

The Registration ofDentists.-An extract from the dental minutes of
the meeting of the Executive Committee on July i8th, x85i, was read.
It consisted of a letter from Mr. J. Smith Turner, the Honorary Secre-
tary of the British Dental Association, with a legal opinion and expla-
natory resolution, and asking that these documents might be laid before
the General Medical Council. The explanatory resolution was as fol-
lows: " That in strict conformity with the practice uniformly followed


